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Here is a summation of these several miscellaneous letters found in Mathias Zeltinger’s estate. They 
primarily cover the period leading up to the Stock Market crash of 1929 and the subsequent Depression. 
Letters include some from his daughters, Dorothy Jane, Miriam (aka Pat or Patches) and Gwen. Times 
were hard. Money issues strained relationships. After living in Flasher, ND (1917-1927), marrying and 
starting a family, Matt (who was working as a clerk in the local bank) took his family to Ollie, MT where 
he helped liquidate a bank. Wife Laura (aka “Bob”) referred to Ollie as a “hole”. After the bank closed in 
1931 Matt was out of work. Finally, he obtained work in Breien, ND as manager of a hardware store and 
lumber yard. His family remained in Ollie until they later joined him in Breien in 1932; but eventually his 
family left him to live with Grandpa Charles Kaiser in Miles City around 1935. During the Depression 
Matt sought work as a civil servant, hoping to land a job as a land appraiser with the Federal Land Bank. 
Eventually Laura and Matt reunited. In her letters of December 1948, Dorothy Jane wondered to her 
husband Dave (who was serving in Japan) if her mother would come to Riverdale, ND for my birth. In 
Riverdale Jane was caring for her father’s (Matt’s) house (Matt, worked on the Garrison Dam project) 
while she was pregnant with me and with my 1-year-old sister Kate was crawling around. At the time, 
Laura was living with her sons Jimmy and Michael in Miles City. But Laura did return to Riverdale for 
my birth on Dec. 27, 1948 and my baptism. Matt and Laura were living there together in 1952 as the last 
of these enclosed letters indicates. And they were together whenever our family visited them in Pierre, SD 
during the years of 1956-1960, so I suppose they worked things out. - David J. Maloney, Jr. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1-15-20 Matt to his parents Ignatius and Katie Zeltinger. Is a bank clerk in Flasher, ND at the time. 
Discusses farming, wedding plans. Lena and Loretta are his sisters. 

2-2-28 Laura “Bob” in Flasher to Matt who is working as a bank clerk in Ollie, MT. Clothes closets 
cleaned out preparing to move with children to Ollie. Dorothy and Miriam (Pat) enclose Valentines cards. 
Bob buying hat and coat for Gwenie. 

Later transcription by Jane Maloney of letters. [This is the Depression now. Tough times for all, 
particularly for Banks out West.] 8-7-31 Bob (Laura) to her parents Charles and Victoria Kaiser in Miles 
City, MT. Ollie bank has closed and moved to Baker, MT. No job offer for Matt. Pat and Toots (Dorothy 
Jane) at home helping. Floor boards showing through congolium. Ray and Sonny are Bob’s brothers. 
Laura and Matt being urged to move back to Flasher. 1-24-26 Doc (Laura’s brother) to Laura writes that 
he has been told things are not as good as they should be for Laura’s family. 

5-26-32 From Al, Matt’s friend, in Ollie to “Math” in Breien. [By this time Matt has gone to Breien, ND 
where he was hired to manage a lumber mill. Laura and the kids remained in Ollie.] Says Laura does not 
know what to do this summer. Return to Miles City and stay with her folks or stay in Ollie. 

6-9-32 From Loretta (Matt’s sister) to Math. Their sister Anne is to be married next week. 

6-20-32 From 11-year-old Dorothy Jane in Ollie to Matt in Breien. Milked a cow. Went to rodeo. 
Catching pollywogs. 

7-8-32 From landlord in Missoula to Matt in Ollie but forwarded to by Laura to Matt who was in Ollie. 
Rent on Ollie house for two months is now overdue. 

7-11-32 From Laura in Ollie to Matt in Breien. Had spent two weeks in Miles City at her parent’s home. 
[Ray is her brother.] “Am writing you this letter to find out what you intend for us to do. I’m afraid you 



will have to tell me now. And expect an immediate reply or else I will have to do as I think best. I think 
you have had sufficient time to let us know or it as I’ve always said about your not being dependable. 
That maybe you would change a little after leaving this hole but I suppose that rut still is your 
path.”...”Why don’t you ans Toots (Dorothy Jane) letter or are you doing as I am. Not writing since 
stamps are three cents now.” Her brother Ray bought himself a roadster. [And Laura cannot afford a 3 
cent stamp!] “You should see Jimmy now. You wouldn’t know him and to think he will be a year next 
month.” [Jimmy is Dorothy Jane’s little brother.] 

7-26-32 From a friend. Writes his bank went broke. 

7-29-32 From Matt to landlord: $16 to cover two month’s rent on Ollie house. Matt notes that his family 
had moved out on 7-28-32. They will be coming to Breien. 

8-27-32 Post card to Matt from Toots (Laura’s “Bob’s” sister). Saw baby Jim. She took flowers to Laura 
for Matt. Toots (Dorothy Jane was also called Toots because she looked like Laura’s sister, her Aunt 
Toots) and Patches (Pat) and Gwen are tickled with their baby brother, Jimmy. 

11-29-32 Letter from friend and bank clerk, Al, in Ollie to Matt in Breien. Talks about what happened to 
the cook stove in his old house. Collecting money from farm sales. 

9-23-33 From Federal Land Bank of St. Paul to Matt in Breien. Received inquiry regarding position as 
land bank appraiser. 

1-9-33 Letter from Matt’s friend, Al. 

9-28-33 From Matt in Breien to Mr. Roop, Federal Land Bank regarding application to be a land 
appraiser 

9-29-33 Letter from Mr. Roop at First National Bank to Matt regarding his application to be a land 
appraiser 

10-4-33 Letter from Federal Land Bank to Matt regarding his application to be a land appraiser 

10-7-33 Letter from H.K. Jensen, Superintendent of Schools, Mandan, ND to Matt. Will give favorable 
recommendation to Federal Land Bank. 

10-9-33 Letter from Alvin Hoverson in Ollie, MT to Federal Land Bank of St. Paul giving Matt a 
favorable recommendation for position of land appraiser. Matt speaks fluent German. Came to Brien in 
1928 as bank clerk and stayed until bank closed and was liquidated in 1931. Has no bad habits. Since 
leaving has worked and manager of hardware and lumber company in Breien, ND. Must have done 
efficient work there in order to stay thru these times. 

10-9-33 Letter from Clement Resch (husband of Matt’s sister, Lena) in Tolley, ND to Federal Land Bank 
giving Matt a favorable recommendation to be a land appraiser. 

10-10-33 From friend, Al, in Ollie, MT to Math. Trying to collect money. Got $30 from one farmer. 

10-13-33 From R.A. Mahrer to Federal Land Bank giving Matt a favorable recommendation for position 
of land appraiser. Matt first came to Flasher in 1917 after leaving his father’s farm near Tolley, ND. 
Employed as a bank official in Flasher until 1927 when his services were needed in Ollie, MD to liquidate 
that bank. Did good banking as all depositors were paid 100%. Of good character. 



2-6-34 From Matt to Federal Land bank asking status of his application to be a land appraiser. 

2-9-34 Letter from Federal Land Bank to Matt in Breien, ND regarding his application to be a land 
appraiser. “...it will be given due consideration for any opening which might occur.” 

5-1-34 Letter from Democratic National Committee, Fargo, ND to Matt in Breien regarding governmental 
vacancies in civil service positions. 

1-28-35 Letter from daughter Pat (Miriam) from Miles City to Matt. Likes school. Ink spilled. Ran out of 
money so cannot buy school supplies. Waiting for a box of clothes because her dress is rotting on her. 
Please send us girls some money for school supplies. “Mother spent the other money for clothes to go to 
school and still haven’t got enough.” 

2-20-35 From young Dorothy Jane in Miles City, MT to Matt. Glad to get his Valentines. Spot on my 
face. German measles. Talks about her school day. “It is nice here but there is nothing to do. Grandpa 
(Charles Kaiser) bawls us out every minute but I guess he is getting old is part of the cause.” Man next 
door is a goof. He fixed his house then walks down the street and turns around to admire his work. Does it 
every time. Kilman’s garage has a monkey named Maggie. Its mate named Jiggs died. Maggie pulled the 
feather from a girl’s hat.  

[An added note from Laura, “Just a line to say I still feel the same and am afraid I always will so in as you 
had plans on going up to Mandan you might just as well go through with them. Judging by your last two 
letters it is impossible for you ever to change but of course that isn’t anything to me now. Dad [Charles 
Kaiser] said he wouldn’t make out any statements for you. Tho’h maybe you tho’t I was using some of 
the money so made one out. Will send it around the 1st. Kids are beginning to like ??? - Bob] 

2-25-35 From young Miriam (Pat) in Miles City to Matt. Tells funny story of Elmer, the boy who forgot 
his glasses and had to speak to Mr. Sangster three times in one day. Mentions Babe going back to Baker, 
MT. Babe is one of Laura’s sister. 

3-5-35 From young Gwen in Miles City to Matt. “(brother) Jimmy is a bad boy.” 

6-10-45 From Katie Zeltinger (Matt’s mother in Tolley, ND) All our land is put in crop this year. 

2-11-52 From Lena (Matt’s sister) in Tolley, ND to Mat and Bob in Riverdale, ND. Uncle Ed’s wife 
passed away. 






































































































